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West Suffolk Local Plan ‘Call for Sites’ Update

From Beaumont, Mark <Mark.Beaumont@westsuffolk.gov.uk>
Date Wed 2026-08-26 4:20 PM
Cc  Stennett, Frank <Frank.Stennett@westsuffolk.gov.uk>

Good afternoon, the message below is sent to town and parish clerks in West Suffolk on behalf of Clir Frank Stennett,
West Suffolk Council’s Cabinet Member for Planning.

West Suffolk Local Plan ‘Call for Sites’ Update
Good afternoon

I'm aware that a number of our town and parish councils have been contacted by residents with concerns about
housing site proposals submitted through West Suffolk Council’s recent Local Plan ‘call for sites’ process.

While I can’t comment on the merit or otherwise of any particular site here, this message is intended to aid you in
responding directly to those concerns.

West Suffolk is at an early stage in preparing a new local plan for the area. First steps in this process have included
publication of a local plan timetable and scoping consultation in June of this year. A ‘call for sites’ consultation has
also been undertaken to inform preparation of the new local plan. Sites have been submitted by landowners and
developers for consideration for a range of uses including housing, employment, infrastructure, and green
infrastructure.

In total we have had 328 sites submitted by developers and landowners, some of whom have decided to carry out
their own public engagement about their sites.

Each site is now being assessed by West Suffolk Council in accordance with government guidance to understand if it
is potentially suitable, available, and deliverable. We are working to publish a map including details of all 328 sites
next month, and then our initial assessment of them in the autumn. This initial site assessment process does not
make decisions about the allocation of sites in the Local Plan.

The outcomes of the scoping consultation and site assessments will inform the next stage of consultation on the local
plan in 2027 which will seek the views of local communities on how new housing growth is to be distributed across
the district over the plan period. There will also be a further public consultation scheduled for 2028 on a draft Local
Plan for West Suffolk.

So, if you are contacted by residents, the key messages at this stage are:

e This is an early stage in the preparation of the new West Suffolk Local Plan.

* No decisions have been made on the sites submitted to West Suffolk Council.

e West Suffolk Council is assessing over 300 sites.

o West Suffolk is listening to the concerns of local residents.

 West Suffolk Council will publish details later in the year including of those that meet the first cut (are deemed
available, suitable, and deliverable).

e There will then be further work on the plan.

e There will a public consultation in 2027 seeking views on spatial strategy options and the distribution of
housing. No decisions will be made on the allocation of sites at this stage.

¢ A further stage of public consultation will be undertaken in 2028 on a full draft local plan which will include
proposed allocations.

e Local residents can register on our local plan consultation system on
https://westsuffolk.inconsult.uk/system/register

As always town and parish councils as well as our own West Suffolk councillors, will be equipped to help ensure that
their local communities are engaged and are encouraged to have their say at the two stages of public consultation.

I hope that the above is useful to you. We will also issue a news release to reiterate that the sites are still being
assessed and no decisions have been made yet.

Kind regards
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Cllr Frank Stennett
Cabinet Member for Planning
West Suffolk Council

Mark Beaumont

Communications Manager

Corporate Communications

Direct Dial: +44 1638 719236

Email: Mark.Beaumont@westsuffolk.gov.uk
www.westsuffolk.gov.uk

West Suffolk Council

#TeamWestSuffolk

West Suffolk Council supports our staff to work flexibly and we respect the fact that you may also be working at
different times to suit you and your organisation's needs. Please do not action or respond to this message outside of
your own working hours.

Report, pay and apply online 24 hours a day
Find my nearest for information about your area

West Suffolk Council is the Data Controller of the information you are providing. Any personal information shared by
email will be processed, protected and disposed of in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations and
Data Protection Act 2018. In some circumstances we may need to disclose your personal details to a third party so
that they can provide a service you have requested, fulfil a request for information or because we have a legal
requirement to do so. Any information about you that we pass to a third party will be held securely by that party. For
more information on how we do this and your rights in regards to your personal information and how to access it,
visit our website: How we use your information.

This email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and
that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in
error please contact the Sender. This footnote confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer
viruses and content security threats. WARNING: Although the Council has taken reasonable precautions to ensure no viruses are
present in this email, the Council cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of this email or
attachments. -W-S-
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